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Welcome Greeting

It is my great honour and pleasure to extend my hearty welcome, on behalf of The Japan Rugby Football Union, to our guest
members of Hong Kong Rugby Football Club, whose tour to Japan at this particular moment of historical significance was materialized
only through the united goodwill and cooperation on the part of British friehds residing here in Japan.

We have been completely isolated from any opportunity to meet teams of foreign lands since 1936 when the University team of
New Zealand visited us.

With this opportunity of receiving Hong Kong Team as a turning point, I sincerely hope to, and I am confident we will, not only
revive our old relations with Canada, Australia, and New Zealand once again, but also open a new contact with England in the near
future, taking a full advantage of recent development of air transportation.

No doubt, reception of great teams from outside of country constitutes one of the indespensable factors for us to improve
playings, but it also provides with us a delightful »opportunity to demonstrate how the rugby football of this country persistently
preserved the true spirit of amateur-sportsmanship throu;ghout the past fifty odd long years.

May I add that our true welcome to the guest team will not reach its perfection until our team proves the spirit of fairplay
throughout games from begining to end, and making the memory of the whole tour of the guest team a happy and unforgettable one.

SHIGERU KAYAMA

Chairman
The Japan Rugby Football Union
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Message from the British Ambassador

Today is a notable occasion because for the first time since the war Japanese Rugby players welcome in their midst a Rugby
football team from overseas.

Rugby football, which is entirely English in origin has been a means of fostering the bonds of international friendship between
players not only within the British Commonwealth itself but aiso in many other countries where the game is played, and it is my hope
and belief that Rugby can also play a part in developing and strengthening cordial relations between Britain and Japan in the new
post-war era.

ESLER DENING.
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Message

We are very gratified to be the first foreign Rugby team to play in Japan as a guest of the Japan Rugby Football Union after the
war. X {
We are looking forward to the games with great interest, and trust that this visit will be the forerunner of many others, and that we
may have the pleasure of entertaining a Japanese team in Hong Kong during the next season.

Hong Kong Rughby Football Club
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A Short Out-line of Rugby Football in Hong Kong

The enylaninig of an All Hong Kong Rugby side for Japan on the 23rd January is without doubt the most ambitious tour ever
undertaken by the Colony’s rugger-men. Prior to this tour periodic visits to Shanghai were for a long time the only overseas trips on
our fixture lists and in addition such visits were confined solely to the civilians of both ports. In 1939 the first of what was hoped to
be an annual event commenced with the arrival in Hong Kong of an All- Malayan side. In this series the Colory were not conceded
much of a chance in view of the much greater field of talent at the disposal of the -Malayan Rugby Selectors; Hong Kong confounded
the critics by winning the most important match played by 19 points to 11. With one exception this was undoubtedly the strongest side ever
to visit our shores and as can be readily appreciated gave local rugger a great boost ; more ambitious were now envisaged. To revert to
the exception to which I referred previously, in 1936 we saw a fleeting glimpse of the New Zealand Universities side which toured
Japan. The tourists, as was to be expected defeated a combined Hong Kong XV by 26 points to 11. To give you a better understanding
of the make up of Colony Rugby football I should psrhaps explain that Rugby is confined to a very small percentage of the population
of Hong Kong. The Southern Chinese by virtue of their slight and slim build have never taken to the game and as a consequence
rugby can only recruit members from the small and somewhat cosmopolitan European and His Majesty’s Forces. There is, if we exclude
the Police, only one purely civilian Rugby Club in the Colony, namely, the Hong Kong Football Club, which has an approximate playing
strength of 50 members; some years ago the Hong Kong Police Force formed a rugby club and although enjoying an auspicious and
promising start have never as yet quite attained the standard set by our premier fitteens, which are drawn from the Royal Navy, Army,
R. A. F., and Hong Kong Football Club. In the years preceeding the outbreak of World War II the Royal Navy were over the years the
most consistent tournament winners with the civilian H. K. F. C. a very close second ; since 1946 the Navy’s strength has waned and for
the past five years the Hong Kong Football Club has won all the major tournaments with thh Army a very close and exellent second

best. ,
We have not been able to restart an annual series of matches with Malaya owing to the inability of the Malayan civilians to obtain

the requisite leave; the Armed Services are more fortunate in this respect, and we have twice in 1949 and 1951 entertained a United
Services Tour from Singapore In 1950 the United Services Hong Kong played in Singapore as they again do after the completion of our
tour in Japan. During the 1949 season the Shanghai Rugby Union Football Club intimated that they would no longer be able to receive a
visiting Rugby team or for the matter be in a position to despatch a side to Hong Kong. This sad news from our oldest and closest
rivals left us with no prospective opponents in this part of the world. Eventually contact was made with the French Rugby Union in
Saigon resulting in a combined French side visiting the Colony during the early part of the 1949/50 season. Two very keen and close
games resulted and all looked forward to inauguration of this series as a new and permanent fixture on our programme. During -the
following season we visited Saigon where the French managed to reverse our winning streak of the previous year. This season for
several reasons the Saigon R. U. F. C. have not been able to send a tour to Hong Kong but we trust this is only a temporary set-back.
Much disappointment was felt last year when our Union decided to pospone our tour of Japan until this present season; all however
realised that the decision was a wise one in view of the fact that many of our best players could not obtain the requisite leave, and by
sending a team which was not representative of our best playing strength and not capable of extending your sides which we hear are
very powerful, we would be committing an injustice to our respective standards and to the great game of Rugby Football.

Lastly I regret to advise that at least three of our best playeres, inchiding H. M. G. Forsgate (Captain), are not all to accompany
the Touring to Japan on acconnt of receiving rather sewer inquries in the match. Forsgate’s broken wrist is mending but all too
slowly, Hong Kong will now be captained by J. L. Baume who played for Eugland during the 1950 season.
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A Short Out-line of Rugby Football in Hong Kong

The enylaninig of an All Hong Kong Rugby side for Japan on the 23rd January is without doubt the most ambitious tour ever
undertaken by the Colony’s rugger-men. Prior to this tour periodic visits to Shanghai were for a long time the only overseas trips on
our fixture lists and in addition such visits were confined solely to the civilians of both ports. In 1939 the first of what was hoped to
be an annual event commenced with the arrival in Hong Kong of an All- Malayan side. In this series the Colory were not conceded
much of a chance in view of the much greater field of talent at the disposal of the Malayan Rugby Selectors; Hong Kong confounded >
the critics by winning the most important match played by 19 points to 11. With one exception this was undoubtedly the strongest side ever
to visit our shores and as can be readily appreciated gave lecal rugger a great boost ; more ambitious were now envisaged. To revert to
the exception to which I referred previously, in 1936 we saw a fleeting glimpse of the New Zealand Universities side which toured
Japan. The tourists, as was to be expected defeated a combined Hong Kong XV by 26 points to 11. To give you a better understanding
of the make up of Colony Rugby football I should perhaps explain that Rugby is confined to a very small percentage of the population
of Hong Kong. The Southern Chinese by virtue of their slight and slim build have never taken to the game and as a consequence
rugby can only recruit members from the small and somewhat cosmopolitan European and His Majesty’s Forces. There is, if we exclude
the Police, only one purely civilian Rugby Club in the Colony, namely, the Hong Kong Football Club, which has an approximate playing
strength of 50 members; some years ago the Hong Kong Police Force formed a rugby club and although enjoying an auspicious and
promising start have never as yet quite attained the standard set by our premier fitteens, which are drawn from the Royal Navy, Army,
R. A. F., and Hong Kong Football Club. In the years preceeding the outbreak of World War II the Royal Navy were over the years the
most consistent tournament winners with the civilian H. K. F. C. a very close second; since 1946 the Navy's strength has waned and for
the past five years the Hong Kong Football Club has won all the major tournaments with thh Army a very close and exellent second

best.
We have not been able to restart an annual series of matches with Malaya owing to the inability of the Malayan civilians to obtain

the requisite leave; the Armed Services are more fortunate in this respect, and we have twice in 1949 and 1951 entertained a United
Services Tour from Singapore In 1950 the United Services Hong Kong played in Singapore as they again do after the completion of our
tour in Japan. During the 1949 season the Shanghai Rugby Union Football Club intimated that they would no longer be able to receive a
visiting Rugby team or for the matter be in a position to despatch a side to Hong Kong. This sad news from our oldest and closest
rivals left us with no prospective opponents in this part of the world. Eventually contact was made with the French Rugby Union in
Saigon resulting in a combined French side visiting the Colony during the early part of the 1949/50 season. Two very keen and close
games resulted and all looked forward to inauguration of this series as a new and permanent fixture on our programme. During the
following season we visited Saigon where the French managed to reverse our winning streak of the previous year. This season for
several reasons the Saigon R. U. F. C. have not been able to send a tour to Hong Kong but we trust this is only a temporary set-back.
Much disappointment was felt last year when our Union decided to pospone our tour of Japan until this present season; all however

realised that the decision was a wise one in view of the fact that many of our best players could not obtain the requisite leave, and by
sending a team which was not representative of our best playing strength and not capable of extending your sides which we hear are
very powerful, we would be committing an injustice to our respective standards and to the great game of Rugby Football.

Lastly I regret to advise that at least three of our best playeres, inchiding H. M. G. Forsgate (Captain), are not all to accompany
the Touring to Japan on acconnt of receiving rather sewer inquries in the match. Forsgate’s broken wrist is mending but all too
slowly, Hong Kong will now be captained by J. L. Baume who played for Eugland during the 1950 season.
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W # % @ K FUNI
F. B.
137 Ibs., <5270  2yesrs.
Kwansei Gakuin University. 1950 BEIGS2B2 Aoz 4
Dai Nippon Spinning Co., Ltd. KBZF%E#%?\:QH&



B Bk RS R. MONTO
H. B. B

188 Tbs, 534"  23years.

Doshisha University. 1952 R jikA %~

% 5 i 4 M. SIBAGAKI
H. B.

137 1bs., 575 26y¢ears.
Kypto University. 1950 %i#bASESS
Kobe Steel Works Co.,Ltd. iili 5 B4 BN &tk

H. B.
133 ibs., - 676"  2b5years.
Kyoto University. 1952 5¢#iA%:

d T B *k T KITAE

(@ 06 b
149 1bs., 5771 25years,
Kwansei Gakuin University. 1951 BEIHS2BARSE4E
Kobe Steel Works Co.,Ltd. il 5 #40 RN &7t

I W % H HORIL

CRIET 1.
133 lbs., 522l 25years.
Waseda University. 1949 BffHE A%
Mitui C. I.. Co., Lid. :
=J bR 2l

/E3 £ ‘%= . N. KATSURA

| O

% B &tET T. OTUKA
@ A B

133 lbs., 5731l 20years.

Kwansei Gakuin University, 1952 B &:5e K27

% Jii & # F. OGIHARA

WERE. B
134 lbs., 5741 25years.
Doshisha University. 1950 [kl 2255
Kobe Steel Works Co., Ltd. it 7 540 RN &vil:

" & 3 T. YORIKAWA

149 Ibs., 5761 2lyears.
Kwansei Gakuin University. 1952 B4 52B2 R 5%

W I KRB S. MIYAGAWA
E. B.
133 1bs., 576 24years.

Kiyoto University. 1952 #EKE: -

¥ OHE oy " #5 Y. NOMIYAMA

F. B.
141 lbs, 500 26years.
Meiji ‘University. 1949 BHiRASE4E

Yawata Steel Tron Mfg. Co., Ltd. /8 ghikC 2l
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WELCOME HONG KONG RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

Toyo Cotton Spinning Co., Ltd.

wOE O #H B OB X
Dainippon Cotton Spinning Co., Ltd.

X B X ¥ B B X £
Kureha Cotton Spinning Co., Ltd.

s BB B OB X &
Toyo Rayon Co., Litd.

Hp

wof v o— 3 v B R
Ataka Sangyo Co., Litd.
C. Ito Co., Ltd.
wilE 8 B F OB R &
Iwai Sangyo Co., Ltd.
B E OE OB X £

Toyo Menka Co., Litd.

W E
Nissho Co., Ltd.

H [ PR X £
Matubeni Co., Ltd.

Pl AT V7S N =
Iwata Shoji Co., Ltd.

®»,om @ =
Gosho Co., Ltd.

AN [} Y3 e =
Nippon Kensetsu Sangyo Co., Litd.

Y - VI

Rk BR ER BRX &

Sanyu Mengyo Co., Ltd.

= KA BOE B X =K
Sasaki Eigyo Co., Ltd.

Bxcsa & &+ K OE O E
Takemura Mengyo Co., Lid.

Sip

ik
ik
i
ik
ik
itk
ik
iiit:
il

ik

Daiichi Bussan Co., Ltd.

B — # ® B X =&
Nichimen Jitsugyo Co., Ltd.
Kanematsu Shoji Co., Litd.

& H W O #H OB KX =
Kyokuto Shoji Co., Ltd.

Ol M & OBk R R

Yagi & Co., Ltd.

X & i A VN ]
Mitsukoshi Dept., Store, Lid.

= 2 " '’
Takashimaya Dept., Store, Ltd.

= 5 = " B’
Daimaru Dept., Store, Ltd.

A N 5] B
Hankyu Dept., Store, Ltd.

P = B ®’
Sogo Dept., Store, Lid.

. A ] o
Kintetsu Dept., Store, Ltd.
Kei-Han-Shin kyuko Rail-way Co., Ltd.

R W& 7 BH OBKXS&

Han-Shin Rail-way Co., Ltd.

R W B & B X £
Kei-Han Rail-way Co., Ltd.
Nankai Rail-way Co., Ltd.

W Om & =
Kinki-nippon Rail-way Co., Ltd.

B X =R

e % B & # E B X &K

B OB OB
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R W R W &k R N






